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1. Nigeria is a stakeholder; the famous Philosopher Socrates said, “Man must rise 

above the Earth to the top of the atmosphere and beyond, for only thus will he fully 

understand the world in which he lives....” Space is boundless. Space systems are at 

the basis of applications used in our daily life. Modern weather forecasting, climate 

surveys and environment monitoring cannot be performed without satellites in the 

space. Nigeria is therefore a STAKEHOLDER! 

 

2. It is no longer popular for political counter arguments in favour or against public 

expenditures on space-related research. Most countries are now concerned with 

what happens in space. The European Space Agency’s Rosetta landmark rendezvous 

with a comet was hysterically celebrated worldwide in 2014 and points to 

continental and regional collaborative aspiration in space enterprise.   

WHY DO WE NEED LAW ABOUT OUTER SPACE 

3. The primary goals of space Law are to ensure a rational, responsible approach to the 

exploration and use of outer space for the benefit of all humankind. States which 

have national Law and Legislation governing space-related activities include 

Argentina, Australia, Canada, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Indonesia, Japan, 

New Zealand, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Sweden, 

South Africa, Tunisia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, and the United States of America.  

 

4. Security Situation: The current security challenge due to terrorism in Nigeria, 

underscores the need to strengthen the Nation’s Satellite communication abilities 

through appropriate legal and institutional design. Commercial and national defence 

implications reemphasize the needs. The use of the satellite feed would not just be 

beneficial in identifying and isolating places where there is a viable threat, but will 

help in curbing it on time, and even given exact details of what is really obtainable in 

an area. As was the case in the feeds/images released by NASRDA from NigeriaSat-1, 

NigeriaSat-X and NigeriaSat-2 used to decipher the damage done at Baga, Borno 

State between January 3rd -7th, 2015 and provide comparative basis for estimation of 

human and social resources damage from Boko Haram invasion of the border town.  
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5. Gains in War Situation: Recent achievements in the advancement of the Nigerian 

Military and the recovery of areas that were earlier controlled by the Boko Haram 

members may also be attributed in part to information and intelligence sharing 

within the Multi-national defense task force which must definitely rely on satellite 

communication and mapping in its combat engagement. Nigeria can borrow a leaf 

from US Defence which uses its unmanned drones that are satellite driven to reduce 

the cost of human element in its fight against insurgent around the World. We have 

great need in face of present threat to strengthen our space communication related 

laws 

 

6. Economic Viability: Satellite Communications enhance economic benefit of the 

nation. The NigComSat-1R system managed by NIGCOMSAT was built to provide 

domestic and international satellite services via a 2 way satellite communications 

services across West, Central, South, East Africa, Europe and Asia. Mrs Omobola 

Johnson, the Hon. Minister for ICT in a Jan 3, 2015 publication by premium times, 

stated that NigComSat-1R has increased its commercial value, through revenue 

generation for the government through lease and sale of some of its communication 

products to private strategic partners.  

 

7. NIGCOMSAT: Nigcomsat remains a company incorporated under Companies and 

Allied Matters Act 1990. Analysts believe this status weakens its viability and 

potentials. What business model will bring the corporation to optimal position; 

privatization and or commercialization? It is now critical for government to 

determine which legal and institutional design holds the best advantage for 

burgeoning enterprise with total regard to national interest.   

 

8. Sustainable Strategies; Sustainable strategies are needed in the sector. It is now 

imperative that academic curricula be reviewed with the introduction of the studies 

of this aspect of science into our schools curricula to help disseminate a better 

knowledge on science, space, and the laws governing the operation of these fields. 

 

9. Space Investment Promotion: There are investors who have interests in space 

enterprise and Nigerians who have natural inclinations whose capacity and 

potentials could be tapped into through education, knowledge and skills 

development.  
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10. Demography and National Statistics: USA effectively deployed the use of Compstat 

for statistics recording in 1994 using its satellite capabilities. Nigeria should exploit 

the opportunities in view of burgeoning population and tough geographical terrains.   

 

11. Internet Penetration and Digital TV Development; with the introduction and 

adoption of digital TV streaming all over the world, and need to drive internet 

penetration in Nigeria, we need to set up and or review broadcasting laws and 

broadband regulations to conform to satellite communications and broadcasting 

requirements.     
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